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Why does it cost so much for professional photography?
Ok, so it takes only a few seconds to take a photograph, right? How often do you
hear the statement, “I can do that, how come it costs so much?” All you need is
a good camera and snap, you’re done. Then you simply plug the card into your
new colour printer and it spits out a print of what you took in a few minutes, or
you upload the image to a drug store or some other place and they print as many
as you want in any size you need. Why does it cost so much for the
professionals to print that photo for you when the big box store or drug store will
print an 8x10 for a couple of bucks or less?
This might give you a better understanding of the reason:
Actually you’re paying for a lot more than a
snapshot. Snapshots are exactly that, a quick shot
of you or someone or something that relies on luck
primarily. How many times have you gotten your
package of prints from the local drug store or big box
store and rushed to the car to look at them? As you
go through them, you choose the ones that cause
you to say “WOW” and there might be one or two if
any in the package. The rest are probably less than
wow material as a rule. The professional
photographer’s job is to get you to say “WOW” as
every one is presented to you. That comes from training and a complete
understanding of what he or she does for a living right down to the presentation
of the final print on delivery day.
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So anybody can take a picture, right?
Yes, anybody can take a photograph. Just point it and shoot it or hold it out at
arms length and click the shutter while looking at the smart phone. But, being a
professional photographer takes skill. It doesn’t happen over night and even
someone with the “eye” still has to have that skill and know the right time to press
that shutter. It takes years of experience and practice to be the best at what you
do whether it is becoming a concert pianist or a professional photographer.
So what does it take to be a professional photographer?:
First of all, you need to be absolutely
committed to it. Professional photography can
be a part time job that you can dabble at on the
weekends when you start out. Working up to
full time takes much more of a commitment
though. Many of the best photographers in the
world started out as part time and learned the
ropes while still holding down a job somewhere
outside of the industry.
But to be a full time photographer, it requires a
lot more than that. It requires that you put the time in to become the best you
can become. It requires an investment of time and money and an understanding
of what works and what doesn’t in business and that you understand that you are
reliably going to provide one of the most personal services that anyone has ever
had if you are a portrait photographer. It requires that you not only understand
how to take a great shot, but that you understand the business part of it first and
foremost. That takes training and an investment in time and money.
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What kind of training?
Would you trust your health to
someone that hasn’t had any
training? Neither should you trust
someone that hasn’t done the work
in the profession of photography.
Training comes in many different
forms. Many have attended
university or colleges with
dedicated courses in the arts and
photography. Others have
committed to taking an on-line
course to learn the basics. Others
are self trained through the school
of hard knocks. The on-line
training which contains many hours
of videos and exercises that one
completes, plus practice on the
new skills to gain expertise is a great way to start. But it’s only a start. It requires
a commitment to continuous education and all that that entails.
Being members of the Professional Photographers of Canada or the Professional
Photographers of America is a great way to stay abreast of the latest techniques.
PPOC and PPA conventions are another great way to get training and happen
throughout the year and are important for the photographers education overall.
Workshops that a photographer can attend will happen at a provincial or national
convention through the organization that all good photographers will belong to.
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They are pretty expensive in terms of money and time to attend (tuition, hotels,
travel, meals, entertainment) but are worth their weight in gold. It is a way for the
photographer to gain experience in a huge variety of ways on how to run his or
her business and to keep up to date on new and innovative ways of doing so. It
is also an excellent way to rub shoulders with the best of the best in the craft
sometimes from around the globe and to glean whatever bits of knowledge one
can get by doing so. They also provide you with critiques of your work if you wish
to participate in salons and accreditation reviews.
So the best photographers realize the importance of education and keeping up
the networking necessary to stay abreast of the latest innovative ways of
providing the best possible photographic products to their clients. You can
always tell the ones that are committed by the level of work they do. Don’t settle
for anything less than the best. The ones that don’t believe in education are the
ones that are here today and gone tomorrow and their work reflects the worst of
what’s out there today. Don’t waste your money. It takes a huge investment in
time and commitment to become the best at anything you do. The price your
photographer charges will be the best indication of how experienced, educated
and committed he or she is in the business of photography. He or she has paid
the price and deserves to be paid for his or her services and products.
But I have a big camera just like the pros:
Just because you have that wonderful new camera doesn’t make you a
photographer anymore than owning a sharp knife makes you a surgeon or
owning a wrench makes you a mechanic. It is not the camera that is the primary
reason the images taken by a pro are outstanding. It is just one of the things.
The difference between the professional and the casual shooter is light.
Professional photographers study light and know how to use it to their advantage
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in every circumstance. This is not book learnin’ either. It is getting into every
possible situation with every kind of light to know what needs to be done to get
the shot. That takes time and experience and most of all practice.

The pro buys the best camera equipment and uses it as an important tool along
with the other tools he or she needs to get the shot under all circumstances and
lighting conditions. It starts with a camera body and hopefully two so that if one
fails the other is in the wings ready to be used. All camera equipment fails
eventually, by the way. The average professional camera body costs $3,000 to
$5,000 and lasts about three years and then there are the lenses. Most pro’s will
buy lenses that range from wide angle to zooms with hundreds of millimetres in
focal length. It is not unusual for a good lens to be in the $2,000 to $4,000 range.
They last a bit longer, and often outlast the camera bodies, but do require
occasional servicing to ensure they are working correctly when you need them.
Add to that, the studio and on location lighting equipment that is necessary to
ensure the image is captured in its best light. And backdrops, reflectors, light
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stands, triggers, tripods
and a bunch of other
things such as props
and the actual studio
space you use that all
has to be paid for not to
mention the enormous
cost of post production
software and computer
systems and backup
provisions. The
photography business is
a data hog and it isn’t
unusual for a
professional
photographer to have
$20,000 or more
invested into the best
computer equipment
money can buy. And
then there are business
licenses, insurance,
promotional advertising, networking, affiliations, and the list goes on.
Photography is sometimes a people business:
If a professional photographer take portraits he or she is always focused on his
or her clients needs. This takes people skills that one learns by studying and
practicing with others. You have to be able to talk to them and make them
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comfortable in front of your camera. Having a portrait taken is one of the most
nerve wracking activities a person can engage in. The most common comment I
hear in a session is “I hate having my picture taken!” This is nearly always the
fault of a bad experience that the client has had to suffer through in the past.
That in turn is the fault of the photographer and not the client. The photographer
is in charge and is completely responsible for the experience the client has while
in front of the camera. It is the job of the photographer to make it one of the most
fun and pleasant experiences that you have ever had.
So Let’s look at the average studio portrait session:
• 1 hour of setup for the session, preparation, consultation with the client etc.
• An average of an hour at least of shooting
• A half hour to load the images on the computer and to back them up so that
they are safe. (2 to 4Gb of data times two)
• Another half hour to review the shots taken and choose the ones to proof.
• 3 – 5 hours of proofing in Lightroom and Photoshop for a simple shoot which
includes basic retouching, cropping and colour and light corrections and putting
them into a presentation for the client
• 1 – 2 hours to present to the client, field questions, take detailed notes of
changes wanted, sell the prints, take their order and payment.
• 2 - 4 hours to do final work in Photoshop, order their prints, get and verify their
prints, package them and deliver them.

8 of 8

So a one or two hour session in front of the camera can turn into hours of work
for the professional photographer. It is not unusual for a one hour session to eat
up at least ten hours by the time all is said and done. So a session that costs
$250 doesn’t pay the photographer $100 an hour does it?
So in conclusion:
You get so much more by hiring a professional photographer than first meets the
eye. You get a dedicated professional that will have the training and expertise to
provide you with exactly what you want. You will get someone that will be there
to do the job and will have backup in the event of something going wrong. Did
you know that people that belong to the PPOC or the PPA have a standing rule
that if a colleague isn’t able to do the job on the day that it is to be done, that one
of the others will stand in for him or her without question? Therefore you are
guaranteed to be taken care of regardless of problems that might come your way.
Most serious professional photographers will always have a backup plan in the
event of inclement weather such as the use of a studio location instead of being
at the mercy of the weather. But most importantly, you will have the peace of
mind that your precious moments in life are being documented by someone who
has your best interest at heart and will provide you with exceptional value in
terms of service and product every time. So is that worth something or isn’t it?
There is no comparison when it comes to value for your money. We guarantee it.
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